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Oral Health Month 2019 —  
A Whole Lot of Promotion Going On

Our ODA
OHM

nother April, another month of great activ-
ities planned by our component societies. 
The events differ but the goal is the same 

across the province: to promote the importance of 
dental health and preventive care in local communi-
ties. From donations to demonstrations, thousands of 
people learn how and why to take care of their teeth 
from the experts in their communities. These are just 
two of the many OHM events that took place. 

Smile Days at Halton-Peel Dental Association
Halton-Peel Dental Association (HPDA) provided free 
dental care at their fourth annual Smile Days clinics 
to celebrate Oral Health Month. Three HPDA dentists 
– Dr. Kelvin Fung, Dr. Pravir Patel and Dr. Saru Garg 
– opened their clinics to people facing financial bar-
riers to getting dental care. Patients were referred by 
community agencies such as food banks, community 
health centres and our primary charity, Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul.  

Twenty-four HPDA volunteer dentists, along 
with volunteer hygienists and assistants, treated 72  
patients, providing examinations, cleanings, radio-
graphs, extractions and restorations. Community 
health promoters from Halton Public Health and  
Region of Peel Public Health were on hand to inform 
the patients about local programs and services avail-
able to them. One thankful patient said, “Thank you 
for taking care of a tooth that has been bothering me 
for years.” We are grateful to GreenShield Canada for 
funding Smile Days. HPDA would like to thank all the 
volunteers for making Smile Days a success.  

Dr. Sanjukta Mohanta
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Members of the Halton-Peel Dental Association provided free  
dental care at the fourth annual Smile Days event for those  

in need in their community. 

London and District Dental Society donates 
tools for prevention 
The London and District Dental Society (LDDS)  
celebrated Oral Health Month by collecting oral care 
products and distributing them to shelters in the 
area. With the help of donations from Colgate, Crest, 
Oral B, Maxill, Patterson Dental London and Sunstar, 
1,434 adult toothbrushes, 1,328 kids’ toothbrushes, 
and more than 2,000 tubes of toothpaste and over 
1,000 units of floss were collected. They were hap-
pily accepted at London’s Men’s Mission, Rotholme 
Women’s and Family Shelter and Merrymount  
Family Support and Crisis Centre. 

The donation was well-timed for Rotholme Wom-
en’s and Family Shelter as they were preparing 
Easter baskets for the children who reside there. The 
staff was very happy to add colorful toothbrushes 
and toothpaste to balance out the chocolate in the  
baskets. 
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Merrymount sends dental-care products home with 
all children who have an overnight stay with them 
and they are well-stocked for months, thanks to the 
LDDS. 

Dentistry is a busy and competitive field, so it 
is wonderful when we can take time out to come  
together and help our community. 

Dr. Jordan Gerster

Dr. Jordan Gerster, LDDS Vice President and Oral Health  
Month convener (left), with Paul Howarth, Merrymount’s  

Executive Director. 

OD

Changes to the 
Oral Health Month Grant

Every April, each component society had an 
additional pot of money available to them 
to help fund Oral Health Month activities in 
their communities. Starting with the 2019-
2020 year, these extra funds will be avail-
able throughout the year. Introducing the 
Oral Health Promotion Grant, an annual  
endowment of $1,500 that can be used by 
your component society at any time of the 
year, when you need it. You know your com-
munity better than we do — why not reach 
them when it makes sense?

Look for more information in the com-
ing months in your email inbox, the ODA  
member website and a future issue of Ontario 
Dentist. 
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Dental Broker Team


